Village of Marathon Board of Trustees
Meeting on October 21, 2026

Public Hearing:

Mayor Scott Chamberlin opened Public Hearing to discuss withdrawing money from the Sewer Fund Equipment Reserve to pay for an emergency backup pump at 6:34 pm on October 21, 2026, at the Marathon Village Offices located at 18 Tannery Street. Present were Trustee Light, Trustee Alexy, Deputy Mayor Fralick and Trustee Wilchek. Also, present was Clerk/Treasurer Gofgosky. 

Mayor Chamberlin read resolution 26-12 and asked if there were any questions. Clerk/Treasurer Gofgosky presented the board with bank account balances and bank reconciliation reports for the end of September for review. Mayor Chamberlin again, asked if there were any questions or comments. He briefly explained the purpose of the pump again as Trustee Alexy was not present at the last board meeting. After a third opportunity for comment with no response, Mayor Chamberlin closed the public hearing at 6:39 pm. 

Regular Meeting:

The regular meeting of the Village of Marathon Board of Trustees was called to order by Mayor Scott Chamberlin at 6:40 pm. 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Fralick, seconded by Trustee Alexy to adopt the following resolution:

Resolution No. 26-12
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FROM THE SEWER DEPARTMENT’S EQUIPMENT RESERVE FUND
WHEREAS, the Village Board of Trustees of the Village of Marathon previously established an Equipment Reserve Fund pursuant to Section 6-c of the General Municipal Law; and 
WHEREAS, the Village Board has determined that it is necessary and in the public interest to acquire an emergency backup pump at the Brink Street Wastewater pump station at a total cost of $14,731.12; and
WHEREAS, there is sufficient money currently on deposit in the Sewer Fund Equipment Reserve to cover this expenditure.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Trustees of the Village of Marathon, as follows: 
1. The Board of Trustees of the Village of Marathon hereby authorizes the expenditure of an amount not to exceed $14,731.12 from the Sewer Department’s Equipment Reserve Fund for the acquisition of an emergency backup pump for the Brink Street Wastewater pump station. 
2. The Clerk/Treasurer is hereby authorized and directed to transfer the necessary funds from the Sewer Equipment Reserve Fund account for this purchase. 
3. This resolution shall take effect immediately.
The foregoing Resolution was put to a vote of the members of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Marathon, on October 21, 2026, the result of which vote was as follows: 
Roll call vote: Trustee Light; Aye, Trustee Alexy; Aye, Deputy Mayor Fralick; Aye, Trustee Wilchek; Aye, Mayor Chamberlin; Aye. 5 Ayes, 0 Nyes. Resolution duly adopted. 
Deputy Mayor Fralick moved and Trustee Alexy seconded to authorize the Treasurer to make the following FY 2026-27 budget modification:
· Revenue: Appropriated Reserve Fund Balance		$14,731.12
· Expenses: G814021-Equipment				$14,731.12
5 Ayes, 0 Nyes. Motion carried.
Motion made by Trustee Light, seconded by Trustee Wilchek to approve the minutes of the October 7, 2026. meeting. 4 Ayes, 0 Nyes, Trustee Alexy abstained as he was not in attendance at that meeting. Motion carried.  
Old Business: 
Galatia Street Water Line:
· Letters to residents went regular as well as certified mail on October 14, 2026. As of today, no member of the board or office has received any form of correspondence regarding the notice. 
Tree Program: 
· Mayor Chamberlin and Clerk/Treasurer Gofgosky attended a virtual meeting with Amanda Mazzoni, from CNY Regional Planning and Development Board, who was awarded funding through the USDA, Forest Service’s IRA Urban & Community Forestry program in the form of a grant. Mayor Chamberlin briefly explained our perception of the program and that one of the requirements is to pass a resolution allowing us to partner with CNY RPDB on the initiative. 
Motion made by Trustee Light, seconded by Deputy Mayor Fralick to adopt the following resolution:
Resolution # 26-11
WHEREAS, the Village of Marathon acknowledges that there are many environmental and economic benefits to maintaining healthy tree canopies, including lower energy use, reduced extreme heat impacts, more carbon dioxide removed from the atmosphere, better air quality, less stormwater runoff, and a stronger sense of place; and
WHEREAS, the Central New York Regional Planning and Development Board (CNY RPDB) was awarded funding through the USDA, Forest Service’s IRA Urban & Community Forestry program through grant award 24-DG-11094200-135 (Community Forestry grant); and
WHEREAS, the objective of the CNY RPDB’s Community Forestry grant is to provide the Central New York region’s disadvantaged community (DAC) areas with funding and technical resources to effectively plan for, implement, and maintain urban forestry projects and workforce development programs; and
WHEREAS, the Village of Marathon meets the definition of a DAC for the purposes of this grant and is therefore an eligible recipient of community forestry technical assistance and tree planting; and 
WHEREAS, partnering with the CNY RPDB on their Community Forestry initiative will allow the Village of Marathon to receive technical assistance and tree planting services at no cost to the Village; and
BE IT RESOLVED that the Village of Marathon will partner with the CNY RPDB on their Community Forestry initiative by working with CNY RPDB staff, the CNY RPDB’s selected forestry contractor, and other project partners to advance community forestry planning, planting, and management in the Village of Marathon. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Village of Marathon will waive permit fees for the selected forestry contractor so as to remove barriers from receiving assistance through this initiative.
The foregoing Resolution was put to a vote of the members of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Marathon, on October 21, 2026, the result of which vote was as follows: 
Roll call vote: Trustee Light; Aye, Trustee Alexy; Aye, Deputy Mayor Fralick; Aye, Trustee Wilchek; Aye, Mayor Chamberlin; Aye. 5 Ayes, 0 Nyes. Resolution duly adopted. 

Mayor Chamberlin informed the board that Mike Votra decided not to move the guiderail he had requested permission to move after a conversation with his attorney that informed him that he would be liable should anything happen at that location. 
New Business:
Christmas Tree Lighting:
· Stacey Short, sibling of recently deceased community member Timothy Brown, approached Mayor Chamberlin about having a Christmas Tree Lighting on the Village Green to keep her brother’s love of Christmas alive. 
· Tentative schedule: 6 pm on Saturday, December 5, 2026 for about an hour with snacks & refreshments, music, Santa, possibly the Grinch and an opportunity for kids to write letters to Santa and drop them into a mailbox. She would only require power for music and hot chocolate. 
· The board checked The Lion’s Club event date (December 12th) to make sure it would not interfere, but suggested that maybe they could team up for the event. 
· Mayor Chamberlin will clarify that the Village is only expected to supply power and the space. The Board had no issues with the event if that is the case. 
Highschool Street Lighting:
· MCS Superintendent, Jamie Coppola, approached Mayor Chamberlin about lighting in front of the school. He wants the light in front of the Presbyterian Church and on Park Street in front of the school replaced.
· Both Poles and Lights belong to the Village and a quote for $5,888.00 total was acquired to replace.
· Mayor Chamberlin will see if the school is willing to split costs since we do a lot of tree trimming and other things for them. 
Trustee Alexy brought concern to the board regarding the cyber security advisory that was announced earlier in the day for PHPs. Clerk/Treasurer Gofgosky will initiate an email with the Villag’s IT representatives from Plan First Technologies and CC Trustee Alexy so that he can ensure the proper patches/updates and prevention is in place. 
 A current disconnect list was presented to the board including regular disconnects. Motion made by Trustee Light, Seconded by Deputy Mayor Fralick to move forward with disconnect proceedings. 5 Ayes; 0 Nyes. Motion carried. 
A current list of unpaid 2026 Village Taxes was presented to the board. Motion made by Trustee Alexy, seconded by Trustee Light to approve the list of unpaid 2026 Village Taxes to be sent to Cortland County for re-levy on Town/County Tax bills. 5 Ayes; 0 Nyes. Motion carried.  
Motion made by Trustee Wilchek, seconded by Deputy Mayor Fralick, to end the regular session and enter executive session at 7:12 pm, in accordance with NYS Public Officers Law, Article 7 §105, section D, discussions regarding personnel issue as well as potential pending litigation. 5 Ayes; 0 Nyes. Motion carried.  
Motion made by Trustee Light, seconded by Trustee Alexy to exit Executive session and re-enter regular session at 7:29 pm. 5 Ayes; 0 Nyes. Motion carried. 
Motion made by Deputy Mayor Fralick, seconded by Trustee Alexy to pay the new unemployment bill from the Unemployment Ins. Reserve in the amount of $5,065.36. 5 Ayes; 0 Nyes. Motion carried. 
The Village received an email today that they have been approved for a $10,000.00 Apprenticeship incentive award through a grant awarded to National Rural Water Association. Clerk/Treasurer Gofgosky attended a virtual class, applied online for the incentive payment and received an award email shortly after. 
Motion made by Trustee Wilchek, seconded by Trustee Light to approve the bills as submitted for payment totaling $78,164.07. 5 Ayes; 0 Nyes. Motion carried.

	Fund
	Voucher No.
	Amount

	General
	122-130
	$3,994.12

	Electric 
	95-101
	$52,597.39

	Water
	30-41
	$2,593.91

	Sewer
	87-96
	$4,808.73

	Consumer Deposit
	
	

	T&A
	7
	$13,581.90

	Civic Center
	17-19
	$588.02

	 Capital Projects
	
	



Mayor Chamberlin announced that he will be out of town for several weeks in November and will likely miss the next two board meetings. Deputy Mayor Fralick confirmed that she expects to attend and preside over the meetings.
Motion made by Trustee Light, seconded by Trustee Wilchek to adjourn at 7:34 pm. 5 Ayes; 0 Nyes. Motion carried. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Morgan Gofgosky






